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NEWSLETTER 88 JUNE/JULY 2020 

HELPLINE NUMBER 

07951664598 

Email ADDRESS 

dudleydeafchildrenssociety@yahoo.com 
_____________________________________________________ 

DDCS Committee 
Chairperson:                   Mrs. Helen Fox 

Secretary:                   Mrs. Karen Forbes-Chapman   

Treasurer:                   Mr. Nick James 

Membership secretary:                   Mrs Karen Forbes- Chapman 

Designated Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Shelagh James 

Newsletter editor:                  Mrs. Jan Evans. 

Next committee meetings:              ** To be confirmed ** 

 

Unfortunately, due to current Government ruling regarding Covid 19, all DDCS meeting 

have been suspended until further notice in order to ensure the safety of our Committee 

and members. We will notify you all of new dates whenever we are given the all clear. 

#StaySafe  

 

         

 

June July 

Connie-Mai B Azan Y 

Jaiden W Malika H 

Holly H Pixie M-C 

Joshua H Pawan A  
Charlotte A 

 Dexter L 

 Marta S 

  

 

We wish you all a Happy Birthday and hope you enjoy your special day 

 
A very special belated birthday to Rory H who had his birthday in May. We 

hope you had a lovely day.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUDLEY DEAF YOUTH CLUB 

Dudley Deaf Youth Club (DDYC) meet at Queens Cross Network, Wellington 

Road, Dudley, DY1 1RB, usually on the first Thursday of each month, from 

6.15pm to 8.15pm. We now have room for new members. If you are aged 

10 to 19 and would like to come along and join us or would like more 

information about DDYC, please contact us by text on 07745 034531 or ask 

your visiting teacher of the D/deaf. Dudley Deaf Youth Club is part of 

Dudley Deaf Children’s Society. We look forward to seeing you.     

Anne, James & Jan. DDYC Team. 

** Unfortunately, all DDYC meetings are cancelled until further notice. We 

will of course, message all our members once we are given the all clear to 

meet up again. In the meantime, take care and stay safe. 

Anne, Jan & James. **. 

 

Session dates 2020 
 
 

**Please note meetings may be 
cancelled due to Covid19** 

 

 

                     

Hearing/Visual Impairment Services 
 

Parents/Carers  
& Toddlers Group 

 
The Stourbridge Children and Families Centre, 

Forge Rd, Stourbridge,DY8 1XF 
 

Fortnightly Friday Sessions 

9:45 ‘til 11:30 
See back for dates 

 

Our group is open to all  
Parents/carers,  

 and their hearing impaired and visually 
impaired babies, 

toddlers and pre-school brothers  
and sisters 

For more information please contact: 

Cathryn Skidmore QTVI or Louise Westwood TOD 

The Mere Education Centre, Stourbridge, DY8 5PQ 

Tel: 01384 818003 Text: 07827873498 

TERM DATES 2020 
               Summer Term    Autumn Term 
 ½ term: Monday 25th to Friday 29th May  Term starts Monday 1st September  

 Term ends Monday 20th July   ½ term Mon 26th – Fri 30th October  

      Term ends Friday 18th December 

•                            
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SAD NEWS 

 
It is with sadness that we announce the death of Mr Ken Higgins, who 

passed away in April after a long illness. Many of our parents and 

children will remember Mr Higgins as the gentle man, with a warm 

smile, who repaired their radio systems when no-one else could! His 

understanding of radio systems made him well respected within deaf 

education and he was often invited to take part in training sessions for 

Teachers of the Deaf across England. Ken would spend many hours 

testing a child’s radio equipment when they reported ‘a funny noise’ 

and it was his technical expertise that helped manufacturers of radios, cochlear 

implants and hearing aids, to understand that technology is different for each piece of 

equipment. Ken worked for both Dudley and Worcester Education Authorities through 

the national charity, The Ewing Foundation and will be remembered with deep 

gratitude and affection by his many friends and colleagues within Dudley Deaf 

Children’s Society and the Dudley Hearing Impairment Service. Our thoughts and 

sympathies go to out to his wife Janet and to his family. 

_____________________________________ 

 

NDCS NEWS  
 

Superhero Lotto is a matching and memory game by 

Orchard Toys for up to four players and children aged 3–7. 

The game features a deaf, signing superhero and gives 

each player a board with a superhero on; each one has 

their own superpower. The deaf superhero is illustrated 

wearing a cochlear implant and the superhero’s special skill 

is signing. The aim of the game is to find the matching 

pictures that correspond to your own board so you have to stay alert so you don’t 

forget where they are. Cost approx. £7.90. 

 

                                        ________________________________________ 

 

iLuv SmartShaker 2 alarm clock The iLuv SmartShaker 2 is a wireless 

vibrating pad that links via Bluetooth to a free-of-charge app. Install 

the app on a smartphone and set the alarm in the app. The 

SmartShaker is rechargeable, so great for nights away and holidays. 

Available to borrow from our Technology Test Drive 

(www.ndcs.org.uk/techdrive) or buy from Sarabec 

(www.sarabec.com). Typically £30 (£36 inc VAT )                                     

For more information on this and other available technology go to : 

https://www.ndcs.org.uk/information-and-support/products-and-
technology/ 
 

         

 

LOCKDOWN CONTINUES 

 
In these unprecedented times, we are still currently in lockdown restrictions. 

Although some changes have been announced by Government, the majority of us 

are still undertaking social distancing.  

It appears some schools are planning to return, for some year groups, on 1st June but 

as yet we are still awaiting confirmation from the Government. 

 

However, one piece of advice issued has been for people to consider wearing face 

masks to reduce risk of spread of Coronavirus and it has been highlighted in the 

news this week, of the difficulties this may cause for members of the Deaf 

community. The obvious issue is that many deaf or hearing impaired people rely on 

lip reading and /or interpreting people’s facial expressions when communication 

with the hearing world.  

 

The issue was first raised on social media by Melissa Julings from Norwich, who said 

she wanted tp share her experience along with other deaf people to raise 

awareness of the impact on her of people wearing masks.  

 

One suggested solution has been for mask to be made with a clear see-through 

section in the centre which would still allow the mouth and facial expressions to be 

visible whilst maintaining the safety of the wearer and public around them. Further 

information can be found on the NDCS website by following this link….    

https://www.ndcs.org.uk/blog/the-impact-of-face-masks-on-deaf-children   

 

 

DDCS Committee hope that you are all managing to keep safe and well. Please 

remember that although currently events and committee meetings have been 

postponed until further notice, we hope that we will be able to re-schedule/ resume 

in the not too distant future. In the meantime, DDCS and NDCS are still available 

should you need any advice or support. 
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